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THE BISMARCK PUBLIC LIBRARY
PART 2 – FRONTIER DAYS TO THE 21ST CENTURY: A HISTORY OF THE BISMARCK PUBLIC LIBRARY
by Kate Waldera, Head of Information
Services and Member of the Bismarck
Historical Society Board of Directors

VETERANS MEMORIAL PUBLIC LIBRARY
(1963-1989)

It was very important to the library
board and Andrew Hansen, Library
Director from January 1957 through
October 1963, that the new library remain
close to the downtown area. Three
locations were considered and the final
choice was 6th Street and East Avenue
A. The library board and the county
commissioners met on August 9 to open
bids and awarded contracts to: Froeschle
Sons, Inc. (general contractor); M.
Welch & Sons (mechanical); and Dakota
Appliance, Inc. (electrical).
The new
building was
completed
in 1963 with
$240,000 from
a Veterans
Memorial
Levy in honor
of the World
War II and
Korean War
Veterans. The
architectural
firm was
Ritterbush
Brothers.

Andrew Hansen never got to enjoy the
new building. He’d accepted a directorship
elsewhere and left Bismarck before
the opening of the Veterans Memorial
Public Library.
One interesting note:
Betty Mills, library
board member at
the time, remembers
the parade of staff
members and
volunteers pushing
carts up and down
6th Street moving
the books from the
Carnegie to the
Veterans Library. Richard E. Miller
served as the next director
from June 1964 through
November 22, 1966. Miller
came to Bismarck with
wide-ranging experience.
After he left Bismarck, he
directed libraries in several
other states.
Richard J. Wolfert
began his time as
director in May 1967.
One difficult decision
for Wolfert was the
termination of the
library’s bookmobile
services in August 1969
due to severe cutbacks
in federal grant support. He also began
Saturday hours and initiated the use of the
Library of Congress classification system.
Wolfert left the library to assume the State
Librarian position in late 1969.
By March 1970,
James L. Dertien
was named director
of the library. Dertien
resumed use of the
Dewey Decimal System
to organize library books
and materials. During
the early 1970s, Dertien
and the library board began purchasing
available property on the library’s block in
anticipation of expansion. He resigned his
position effective July 15, 1975, to accept
a directorship at another public library.

Thomas T. Jones
became director in
November 1975 and
one of his goals was the
reinstatement of fullyfunded county bookmobile
services. Since December
1975, the library had been
offering temporary, free
county bookmobile service through a
federal grant under Title I of the Library
Services and Construction Act. Jones, key
community leaders, and county residents
worked together to reinstate and secure
future county bookmobile services.
Supporters were successful with a petition
drive and a separate campaign to increase
the mill levy from 4 mills to 6 mills. These
victories secured the future of that vital
county service.
Jones also recognized that the city
was rapidly growing and that demands
for more services required more space
than the current building offered. In
1979 the library board initiated a lengthy
planning process to identify needs for an
expanded facility.

BISMARCK VETERANS MEMORIAL
PUBLIC LIBRARY (1989 TO PRESENT)

Thomas T. Jones continued as the
director during this time of expansion and
transition.
In 1987, Bismarck city sales tax
provided collateral for bonds sold to
fund a 70,000 square-foot facility which
included the 1963 building. The bonding
for the new Bismarck Veterans Memorial
Public Library was $3.9 million and was to
be completed in three phases.
Continued on Page 3

PRESIDENT’S LETTER
SIMPLE MUSINGS
As we approach the end of the year, I’d like
to review the achievements of the Bismarck
Historical Society.
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The Society’s stellar newsletter, Capital
Past Times, featured articles about the
unique rock house of Clell Gannon on north
Mandan Street, the histories of Hedahl’s
Auto Plus, Woodmansee’s Office Supply,
and the Bismarck Public Library as well as
other historical tidbits. There were informative
programs about the Great Baseball of
Early Bismarck, Car Making in Bismarck,
Bismarck’s World War II Internment Camp,
World War I Historic Memorials in Bismarck,
Bismarck in 1917, a history of the Bismarck
Public Library, the Navy transport ship “The
City of Bismarck,” and Immigrants Who
Settled Bismarck.
Founders Day at the Heritage Center, this
year held in July, celebrated Bismarck’s
birthday. The Society as already started
planning for the 150th anniversary in 2022.
Members enjoyed a summer picnic at
Sertoma Park. The Annual Meeting and
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Painting of the museum and Bread of
Life Episcopal Church at Camp Hancock
in downtown Bismarck was facilitated by
the Society and many improvements to the
grounds were made by Neal Bohrer’s Eagle
Scout project. Dedication of a new flagpole,
replicating one on the grounds in 1872 when
Camp Hancock was established, was held
October 14th. The flagpole was a gift of the
Society’s founder, Myron Atkinson and his
wife Marjory, and four Bismarck veterans’
organizations: American Legion Post No. 1,
VGW Post No. 1326, AMVETS Post No.9, and
DAV Chapter No. 3.
The Society looks forward to another
year of preserving and promoting
Bismarck’s history.

Tom Mayer
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Bismarck Historical Society
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acquiring a physical location for the Society.
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dinner at the Heritage Center is scheduled for
November 8th.

• awarded the “2017 North Dakota Star
Library Award” on April 17, 2017, by the
North Dakota State Library for going above
and beyond with the service they provide to
their community

- rural Burleigh County, as this new service
within the city resulted in opportunities
for increased bookmobile service in the
rural areas of the county
• Burleigh County Bookmobile and Bismarck
Mobile Library are ranked #1 in North
Dakota for hours available to the public and
total number of stops made annually

• is the #1 ranked public library in North
Dakota for hours open to the public,
program attendance, public computer
usage, and library card holders
• Mobile Library services were started in
December 2016 and make it possible for the
library to continue outreach services to:
- assisted living centers, which will ensure
personal enrichment opportunities to the
older adults in our community
- preschools, which will ensure that the
youth in our community have reading
opportunities, and the importance of
literacy will be promoted at an early age

OOPS! CORRECTIONS TO THE AUGUST ISSUE
President’s Letter: Myron died in 2017 not 2012.
The Bismarck Public Library part 1:
...contracts for construction were awarded on May
12, 1917 (not 1916)
...groundbreaking began on May 28, 1917 (not 1916)

DO YOU REMEMBER?
MANDAN ON MOUNTAIN TIME
Before May 15, 1960, Bismarck
residents had to plan ahead to
attend events in Mandan, including
going to a
movie at the
Mandan Theater or
Mandan’s Starlite Drivein movie theater.

Why?
Because before then, Mandan was included
in the sections of our state which were on
Mountain Time. Finally, in 1960, after a citizen
vote of almost two to one, it was approved
for Mandan to move to Central Standard
Time year around beginning on that date...
May 15, 1960.

THANKS FOR THESE GREAT PROGRAMS:
AUGUST 23, 2017 – BISMARCK HISTORICAL SOCIETY ALL MEMBER PICNIC
A good old-fashioned picnic featuring pulled pork sandwiches
and sides” catered by Famous Dave’s was provided to members
at the Sertoma Park Shelter.
The featured speaker was Neal Bohrer, a local Boy Scout who
explained what he has done at Camp Hancock as part of his
project to achieve his Eagle Scout award.
A good time of food and mingling was had by all!

SEPTEMBER 13, 2017 – ROBERT WEFALD “USNS CITY OF BISMARCK”
The keel laying ceremony was held at Austal’s Mobile, AL shipyard on January
18, 2017. Former N. D. District Court Judge Robert Wefald served as keel
authenticator. The keel was also on display during the Wefald’s presentation.
The U. S. Navy christened its ninth EPF vessel, USNS city of Bismarck, during
a ceremony at Austal’s Mobile, AL shipyard on May 14, 2017. USNS City of
Bismarck is the ninth of twelve EPF (expeditionary fast transport) vessels Austal
is contracted to build for the U.S. Navy. EPFs are shallow draft all-aluminum catamarans that serve as non-combatant transport
vessels. USNS City of Bismarck is the first vessel in naval history to be named in honor of North Dakota’s capital.

OCTOBER 11, 2017 – ANN VADNIE PRESENTED ABOUT “IMMIGRANTS WHO SETTLED BISMARCK”
The program covered a variety of the immigrants who came to our area to
work and live. There were many photos and personal accounts included. All of
these early settlers were a big part of the growth and development of our great
city. Remember: “Honor the Past..it is your lesson...for it has made you who you
are today!”

THE BISMARCK PUBLIC LIBRARY
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Architect Arnold L. Hanson designed
Phases I and II. Phase III was designed by
architect Warren Tvenge. The completion
dates were: Phase I (main library)--March
1989; Phase II (meeting rooms)--spring
of 1990; and Phase III (the lower level)-December 1997.
The Library Foundation Inc., Friends of
the Bismarck Public Library, and a loan
from the City of Bismarck provided the
funding needed to make a coffee shop
a reality. It opened for business in late
2007. Current owners are Matt and Sandy
McMerty. They chose to name the shop
The Gifted Bean Coffee
House where “Every
‘Bean’ is Special.”
Warm conversation,
free Wi-Fi, great coffee,
good food, and a friendly atmosphere
has made this coffee house a popular
destination.
An extensive remodel of the Children’s
Area was completed in 2009 and funded
entirely by over $600,000 in individual
donations. No tax dollars were used.

Jones, who retired in May 2011 after
almost 36 years as library director,

was instrumental in increasing the
size of the library from 16,000 square
feet to over 70,000 square feet. Other
career highlights: state aid for public
libraries (1983), Mountain Plains Library
Association’s Distinguished Service
Award (1983), computerized circulation
system (1984), North Dakota Library
Association’s Librarian of the Year (1999),
and completely renovated children’s
area (2009).
Kristi D. Harms replaced
Jones as director in June
2011. In April 2013, she
resigned to accept a regional
directorship in Minnesota.
Mary Jane Schmaltz
began her employment
in 1971 as the Children’s
Librarian and was later
promoted to Assistant
Library Director. In 1992,
Schmaltz was responsible
for “resurrecting” the Friends of the
Library and served as its Library Staff
Representative until she was named
Library Director in May 2013. She retired
in May 2014.
The present library
director, Christine
Kujawa started
employment with the
library in 2003 as the
Head of Circulation
and was promoted
to Assistant Library Director in 2013.
A year later, she was promoted to
Library Director.

The addition of a teen center in the
northeast corner of the main level was
completed and opened for use in early
2017. A collaborative effort between
Youth Services staff, members of the teen
advisory group, and the architect resulted
in a cozy, teen-friendly space that has
become a popular destination for our teen
library users. “Headquarters” was the
name chosen by the teen advisory group
for their area. Teenagers gather daily to
read, study, do homework, play games
with friends, attend teen events and
engage their minds with creative activities.
The area is open for walk-in use during
posted hours. During regular library hours
when walk-in times are not available,
the area will be available for individual
or group study by teens in grades
6-12 by accessing a key from the adult
Information Desk.
Bismarck should be very proud of its
beautiful library. It continues to be a place
for all of us to learn and grow due to the
generous support of the citizens and the
dedicated staff who work tirelessly to
keep the library’s services sensitive to the
needs of the community.

Bismarck Historical Society
PO. Box 47
Bismarck, ND 58502

COMING EVENTS:
NOVEMBER 8, 2017

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Individual:

$25.00

3-Yr Individual:

$65.00

Family:

$40.00

3-Yr Family:

$110.00

Corporate Member:

$100.00

3-Yr Corporate Member: $250.00
NAME

THE BISMARCK HISTORICAL SOCIETY PRESENTS THE 2017 ANNUAL MEETING
“BISMARCK HISTORICAL SOCIETY–HISTORY WELL KEPT”
Wednesday, November 8, 2017 - Northern Lights Atrium-Heritage Center
5:15-6:00 p.m. Social / Happy Hour / Cash Bar
6:15 p.m. Dinner catered by Brazilian Harvest
7:30 p.m. Elections, Celebration, Awards, and Special Tribute to Myron Atkinson

This year we also have drawings for two exciting packages:
Each winner will receive two tickets to a Dakota Stages play of their choice for this season
and a generous Gift Card for dinner at the Blarney Stone before or after the play.
Thank you to our Sponsors for this year’s Annual Meeting

ADDRESS
CITY

-for the venue

-for the dinner

Also, special thanks to the following:
Printing By:

STATE
ZIP CODE
EMAIL
PHONE

Make checks payable to:
Bismarck Historical Society
P.O. Box 47
Bismarck, ND 58502
Or renew online:
www.BismarckHistory.org

-for play tickets

-for gift
cards

We Look Forward to Seeing You!
Please, RSVP by Oct. 30 to: Mike Heyd • mcheyd@bis.midco.net or 222-1308

DECEMBER 13, 2017

MARCH 14, 2018

Tom Tudor: “ST. GEORGE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH”
A tour and talk about the church and its
beautiful stained glass windows.

Ted Quanrud:
“EARLY POSTCARDS OF BISMARCK”

Note: T
 his will be held at 6:30 pm at
St. George’s Episcopal Church
located at 601 4th Street in Bismarck.

JANUARY 10, 2018
Marilyn Snyder: “HOMESTEADING”

FEBRUARY 14, 2018
Annette Willis, owner and operator of:
“BISMARCK TOUR COMPANY” Willis
will speak about her new business
and the tours she has planned.

APRIL 11, 2018
Dr. Barbara Handy-Marchello:
“THE WWI BONDS PROGRAM IN NORTH DAKOTA”

MAY 12, 2018
FOUNDERS DAY

IMPORTANT NOTE:
All programs, unless noted otherwise, will
begin at 6:30 and be held in Room A
at the Bismarck Public Library.
More information on coming events in the
next newsletter.

