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THE CURRENT EVENTS CLUB
INFORMATION PROVIDED BY LOTTE BAILEY, HISTORIAN OF THE CURRENT EVENTS CLUB; ARTICLE WRITTEN BY ANN VADNIE
“Five score and twelve years ago
our foremothers brought forth in
this city, a new club, conceived in
their search for knowledge, and
dedicated to the proposition that
women must work together to learn
from each other and improve the
world in which they live.”
Not many organizations in
Bismarck can boast the longevity
of The Current Events Club. Their
organizational meeting was held on
March 28, 1903!
This initial meeting was called
by Mary Wilson at her residence
for the purpose of organizing a
women’s club…the object of which
shall be to promote our own
intellectual advancements and to
use our influences for higher social
conditions.
MEMBERS 1903-1904 WERE:
Mrs. Emery S. Beardsley
Miss Miriam Bentley
Mrs. Nellie Evarts
Mrs. William A. Falconer (Emma)
Mrs. E. L. Faunce (Hattie)
Mrs. E. Higbee
Mrs. Frank Lawrence
Mrs. Leonard Marcellus
Mrs. M. L. McGlashon (Wiletta)
Mrs. D. J. McGillis (Elizabeth) (below)

Mrs. Mary McLean
Mrs. E. S. Miller (Gertrude)
Mrs. E. Roberts
Miss Hattie Skelton –
Recording Secretary
Mrs. George A. Welch
Mrs. E.H. Wilson (Mary) – President
Interesting Current Events Club
Trivia over the years:

— Ethel Moses
(Mrs. John Moses)
— Carrie Brunsdale
(Mrs. Clarence Brunsdale)
• Four members attended
the Coronation of Queen
Elizabeth II in 1953

• The woman who held the longevity
record of 59 years as an active
member was Francis Kellogg
• This was (and is) a serious study
Shafer. Francis was a remarkable
club concerned about current events
pioneer woman of her time. After
and women’s issues and they set up
graduation from high school in 1910
a yearly study of history, geography,
she filed a homestead claim that
literature, art, and music of every
same year. She attended UND for
country in the world.
two years, but spent her junior year
• Club members also used their
teaching school near her homestead
influence for higher social conditions
location to “prove up her claim.” She
by joining both the city and state
returned to college and graduated
Federation of Women’s Clubs.
in 1915. She became a first lady
• One of the club’s first contributions
of North Dakota after marrying
made to a state project was to the
George Shafer who was elected
Sakakawea Monument fund.
governor in 1928.
• Over the years the club has
• As the years have passed…many
contributed to various worthwhile
women found they were able to
causes and during World War I
actually travel to the countries they
devoted a great deal of time to Red
had studied and report back to the
Cross work.
members of the club of their travels.
• In 1944, the last living charter
From the “Very First Poetry Book of
member, Elizabeth McGillis, died
the Current Events Club” which was
at the age of 78. She was very
put together in 1944, the FORWARD
loyal to the club and her years of
truly sums up this special club:
service were an inspiration to all
who knew her.
We have many kinds of friends in the
• Founding member, Mary Wilson was
world, those we are born with and
the grandmother of North Dakota
those we make as we go through
Governor John E. Davis
life. There are those we have as
very special friends, those special
• Five members of this club were first
persons, who come into our lives
ladies of North Dakota:
with some special message or gift,
— Jennie Sorlie
thereby opening up for us a greater
(Mrs. Arthur Sorlie)
pleasure by this closer acquaintance.
— Frances Shafer
It is this special kind of friendship
(Mrs. George Shafer)
that
this book of verse represents.
— Mamie Aandahl
(Mrs. Fred Aandahl)

PRESIDENT’S LETTER
SIMPLE MUSINGS
Independence Day has been a federal
holiday in the United States since 1941.
However, the tradition of celebrating
the day goes back much further in
our country’s history. How many of
us remember as children the patriotic
displays, community gatherings, family
picnics, outdoor concerts, parades,
and the fireworks displays? I thought it
would be interesting to experience how
Bismarck had celebrated this special day.
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“Let ‘er Go”
was the theme
for the 1890
celebration.
The day began
with a Grand
National salute of 43 guns at daylight
followed by a parade at 10:00 a.m. The
procession was organized on Mandan
Avenue and made its way down Main
Street. I can imagine how the parade
route had looked…buildings “bedecked
with bunting” and people lining the street
waving flags. The procession included the
Fort Yates Regimental Band, Governor’s
guards, carriages transporting city
officials and Governor Miller and his staff,
young women on horseback, Pioneer
Hose Companies, and the baseball club.
The parade ended at the Atheneum
which was located on the north side
of Main between 6th and 7th Streets.
Citizens and dignitaries gathered at
the Grand Stand Grove for a program
presided over by Mayor Baker. Music
by the Bismarck City Band, speeches,
and a reading of the Declaration of
Independence by Judge Winchester

DO YOU REMEMBER?
AUTO DINE HAMBURGERS

This little “burger shack” was one of
the first “fast food” establishments in
Bismarck. Located at 7th and Main, it
was an easy stop for a burger while
“cruisin’ Main” in the 60s. Many teens
had a late night snack there with the
prices like those shown on the sign
in front…”Big Super and a Shake for
62 cents!”

were enjoyed by the audience. The
remainder of the day was filled with all
types of races and outdoor sporting
events. The Fort Lincoln baseball team
played Bismarck in the late afternoon.
(Fort Lincoln beat Bismarck 17 to 12!) The
hose race pitted Pioneer Hose Company
No. 1 and No. 2. (Company No. 2 won!) It
involved “200 yards, stretching 300 feet
of hose; hydrant and nozzle coupling;
wet test.” Prizes were $15 and $10. The
day ended with the Hook and Ladder
Company’s ball at the Atheneum at 9:30
p.m. Twelfth Infantry Regimental Band
provided the music.
What a jam-packed, fun-filled day!
Don’t you wish you could have been a
part of this gathering, too?

Kate
Waldera
President

Bismarck Historical Society
Note: The 43-star flag became the official
U.S. flag on July 4, 1890. Five stars
had been added for the admission of
North Dakota, South Dakota, Montana,
Washington, and Idaho.
Sources:
www.history.com/topics/
holidays/july-4th
www.usflag.org/history/
the43starflag.html
www.si.edu/Encyclopedia_SI/
nmah/flag.htm
Bismarck Tribune, July 4, 1890, p.3
Bismarck Tribune, July 5, 1890, p.1

BISMARCK TRIVIA
BISMARCK CIVIC GARDEN

In the early 1900s, Bismarck had a
“Civic Garden” which was located on
Main near the Northern Pacific Railroad
Depot. This garden, sponsored by the
Civic Improvement League, provided a
beautiful green space for people to enjoy
near the downtown area.

THANKS FOR THESE GREAT PROGRAMS:
MAY 14, 2015
“FOUNDERS DAY”
“One City…Many Voices” was a
resounding success!

refreshments, and a wonderful
variety of groups presenting cultural
entertainment. This family event was
enjoyed by all who attended.

Held this year on May 14, at the
Special thanks to the performers:
North Dakota Heritage Center, the
The
Elks Chorus, Native American
event was well attended. The audience
Dancers,
German music by Harvey
enjoyed an evening filled with displays,

LITTLE FREE LIBRARY
SPONSORED BY BISMARCK HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The Little Free Library
is a “take a book, return
a book” gathering place
where neighbors share
their favorite literature
and stories. In its most
basic form, a Little Free
Library is a box full of
books where anyone may stop by and
pick up a book (or two) and bring back
another book to share.
The very first Little Free Library was
built in 2009. By January of 2015, the
total number of registered Little Free
Libraries in the world was conservatively
estimated to be nearly 25,000, with
thousands more being built.
The Bismarck Historical Society now
sponsors the Little Free Library located
at 1719 Bonn Blvd. in Bismarck. We are
proud to be a part of this great program!

and Diane Shilling, Three Crowns
Swedish Dancers, Latin American
Dancers, Middle Eastern Dancers,
and The Capital City Cloggers. The
program ended with a “multi-national”
dancing experience with performers
and audience members.

JUNE 14, 2015 – SENSATIONAL SUNDAYS
“PRESENTATION BY PHIL DIXON”
Serving as the Master
of Ceremonies for this
presentation was Bismarck
Historical Society board
member and past-president,
Dennis Boyd.
Guest speaker, Phil Dixon,
spoke about the Kansas City
Monarchs team of the Negro
Baseball League. It chronicled
the times this talented baseball
team played in North Dakota
and specifically Bismarck,
during the 1930s and beyond.
He also told a great deal about
the individual players on the
Monarchs and the local teams.
This event was co-sponsored
by the Bismarck Historical
Society and the State Historical
Society of North Dakota.

Bismarck Historical Society
PO. Box 47
Bismarck, ND 58502

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Individual:

$25.00

3-Yr Individual:

$65.00

Family:

$40.00

3-Yr Family:

$110.00

Corporate Member:

$100.00

3-Yr Corporate Member: $250.00
NAME

COMING EVENTS:
AUGUST 19, 2015

“BISMARCK HISTORICAL SOCIETY
MEMBERS PICNIC”
5:30 p.m.
You are invited to an
OLD FASHIONED PICNIC
Sertoma Park Shelter
(300 Riverside Park Road)
building and picnic area
near Bismarck-Mandan
SuperSlide Amusement Park

ADDRESS

NOVEMBER 12, 2015
“BISMARCK HISTORICAL SOCIETY –
ANNUAL MEETING”
Elks
DECEMBER 9, 2015
“BLOODY 4TH STREET”
Walt Bailey
JANUARY 13, 2016
“HISTORY OF BISMARCK
WEATHER BUREAU”
John Paul Martin
FEBRUARY 10, 2016

CITY
STATE
ZIP CODE

Members are free; guests
accompanied by a member
are $10.00 each.
Food will be provided,
bring your own beverage

EMAIL

Please, RSVP as soon as possible if
you have not already done so

PHONE

Special entertainment
will be provided.
SEPTEMBER 9, 2015

Make checks payable to:
Bismarck Historical Society
P.O. Box 47
Bismarck, ND 58502
Or renew online:
www.BismarckHistory.org

“WET PLATE PHOTOGRAPHY”
Mike LaLonde and
Shane Balkowitsch
OCTOBER 14, 2015
“HISTORY OF THE BISMARCK
FIRE DEPARTMENT”
Marilyn Snyder

Several Guests talking about the
book, Building a House, Making
a Home: A History of the North
Dakota Governor’s Residence
by First Lady Betsy Dalrymple
MARCH 9, 2016
“THE RAILROAD BRIDGE”
Ed Murphy
APRIL 13, 2016
“STEAMBOATS ON THE MISSOURI RIVER”
Ann Vadnie
MAY 14, 2016
“FOUNDERS DAY”
Bismarck’s 145th Birthday
IMPORTANT NOTE:
All programs, unless noted
otherwise, will begin at 6:30
and be held in Room A at the
Bismarck Public Library.

