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SKEELS ELECTRIC COMPANY
HISTORY PROVIDED BY SKEELS, INTERVIEW BY ANN VADNIE
Commerce member for 60 years. These men always had
the belief that giving back to our community by providing
sponsorships for such things as Little League gave the
company a far better way to be visible in the area than
spending money on more formal advertising.”
Paul Flurer retired in April 1989 and sold his stock to Dick
Flurer and Harold Wolf.
In 2017, Skeels Electric was awarded The BismarckMandan Chamber of Commerce Granite Award, given to
companies that are dependable employers and community
stewards for 50 years or more. With their founding in
Bismarck in 1914, Skeels more than doubles that time of
stewardship.
Mr. Barlow K. Skeels founded Skeels
Electric Company April 1, 1914 in
Bismarck. Under his leadership, B.K.’s
Electrical Shop, the company’s original
name, specialized throughout western
North Dakota in all types of electrical
construction
including
industrial,
institutional, commercial, residential, and
farmstead.

Harold Wolf retired in May 1992 selling his stock to his
son Tom Wolf and longtime employee, Clyde Wetsch.
Dick Flurer retired January 1, 1996 selling his stock to
Tom Wolf, Clyde Wetsch, and Robert Flurer.
Clyde Wetsch and Tom Wolf retired.
Skeels Electric then transitioned to the next generations:
Mathew Wetsch, son of Clyde Wetsch, has been an
estimator and project manager for 8 years.
Thomas E. Wolf, son of Tom Wolf, has been estimator and
project manager for 5 years.

Barlow K. Skeels

Barlow Skeels died in 1949. Since then, Skeels has been
owned by several generations of Bismarck families:
William Kraft and Carl Flurer purchased B. K. Electric
from the Barlow Skeels estate in 1950 and began operating
their partnership as Skeels Electric Company.

Zachary and Andrew Flurer sons of Robert Flurer, have
also become part of Skeels Electric.
Zac has been the accountant and office manager for
8 years and Drew has been part of the company since
January 2013.
These four, along with Robert Flurer (President) they are
the current owners of Skeels Electric.

The firm operated under their leadership until 1960 when
Kraft sold his interest to Carl Flurer.
Carl Flurer sold 60% of his interest in the company to two
of his sons, Paul Flurer and Richard (Dick) Flurer.
Skeels Electric Company was incorporated on December
12, 1963.
Carl also sold half of his remaining interest to Harold Wolf
in January 1976.
In February 1979 Carl Flurer sold the balance of his stock
to Paul Flurer, Dick Flurer, and Harold Wolf, but continued
on as President of the Company until July 1987 when Dick
Flurer became president. Robert Flurer, current President
of Skeels, said this about company leadership during
that time, “My dad (Paul), Dick, and Harold were always
involved in the community. Skeels has been a Chamber of

Skeels Electric Receives the Bismarck-Mandan
Chamber of Commerce Granite Award

Robert Flurer said, “We still like to be involved in our
community. These young guys have really spread their
wings about sponsorship. We feel good; the families are

PRESIDENT’S MUSINGS
KATE WALDERA, BISMARCK HISTORICAL SOCIETY PRESIDENT
What is the significance of the year 2020? For most it will just be another
year. For others it will be a leap year, the 20th year of the third millennium,
or the 20th year of the 21st century. Historically, however, 2020 will mark the
100th anniversary of the passage of the 19th Amendment which guaranteed
and protected women’s constitutional right to vote.
Ida B. Wells, Susan B. Anthony, Alice Paul, and
Elizabeth Cady Stanton were familiar names on the
national scene in the fight for women’s voting rights.
Closer to home we had Elizabeth Preston Anderson,
Linda Slaughter, and Fannie Dunn Quain, who
worked zealously along with many others to obtain
voting rights for women in our state.

CAPITAL PAST TIMES
is published by
Bismarck Historical Society
PO. Box 47
Bismarck, ND 58502
PRESIDENT
Kate Waldera
VICE PRESIDENT
Mike LaLonde
TREASURER
Yvonne Kubis
SECRETARY
Marilyn Snyder
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
Tom Mayer
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Walt Bailey
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Tom Atkinson, Michael Heyd,
Larry Jahnke, Evan Laib,
Mike McCormack,
Gail Rothschiller, Tom Stromme,
Carolyn Twingley,
Ann Vadnie, Annette Willis,
Robert Hanna (SHSND Rep.),
Honorary Members
Tim Atkinson, Mary Baird,
Tom Hesford, Ted Quanrud
PHOTOGRAPHER
Mike LaLonde
PROGRAM VIDEOGRAPHERS
Larry Jahnke, Vince Iglehart
NEWSLETTER
Ann Vadnie, Mary Baird,
Evan Laib, Tom Tudor
and Carolyn Twingley
WWW.BISMARCKHISTORY.ORG
Find “Bismarck Historical
Society” on Facebook

The first state to ratify
the amendment was
Illinois on June 10, 1919.
Clockwise from top:
North Dakota followed
Ida B. Wells, Susan B.
Anthony, Alice Paul, and
suit on December 1, 1919.
Elizabeth Cady Stanton
On August 18, 1920,
Tennessee narrowly approved the 19th amendment
with 50 of 99 members of the Tennessee House of
Representatives voting yes. This provided the final
ratification necessary to add the amendment to the
U.S. Constitution.

Clockwise from top:
Elizabeth Preston Anderson,
Linda Slaughter, and
Fannie Dunn Quain

Excellent books abound on the topic of women’s
suffrage. The recommended list includes: “A Century
of Struggle” by Eleanor Flexner; “The Women’s
Hour” by Elaine Weiss; and, “Mr. President, How Long Must We Wait?” by Tina
Cassidy. An excellent article on suffrage has recently been published by Dr.
Barbara Handy-Marchello in the Spring 2019 issue of North Dakota Studies
(https://tinyurl.com/NDStudiesSpring2019).

FROM THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
NEWS & NOTES
The Society’s “Friends of Camp
Hancock” Agreement – At a recent
Board of Director’s meeting Jonathan
Campbell of the North Dakota State
Historical Society presented a list of
various maintenance projects that are
hoped to be addressed in the next
few years. Our society has formed a
committee to prioritize our interest
in those projects and find ways to
support their completion.
Potential Rental Space – At that
same Board of Director’s meeting the
Board approved a motion that will
bring the Society one step closer to
occupying a physical space. Director
Ann Vadnie, with the aid of NorthWest
Realty Group’s Jim Christianson, has
located a space ideal for housing our

growing archival storage needs as
well as for our Board and Committee
meetings. The Board agreed that the
rent being asked is quite reasonable
and the opportunity is worth trying out.
New Committees – In addition to
the aforementioned committee for
our Camp Hancock agreement, the
Board has also instituted a formal
Finance Committee. This committee
will primarily serve to explore ways to
raise the funds required to continue
growing the organization. If you, as
a member of the Bismarck Historical
Society, are interested in serving on
this or any other committee, please
reach out to a Board Member or email
us at info@bismarckhistory.org.

THANKS FOR THESE GREAT PROGRAMS :
RESEARCHING THE ARCHITECTURE OF PURCELL, FEICK, AND ELMSLIE IN BISMARCK, ND – MARCH 13, 2019
Researching the Architecture of Purcell,
Feick, & Elmslie in Bismarck, ND – Emily
Sakariassen shared the history of these
three architects, as well some of the
homes that they designed.

HISTORY OF SLEEPY HOLLOW – APRIL 10, 2019
Sleepy Hollow Theatre & Arts Park
History – Sisters Susan Lundberg &
Stephanie Delamore shared stories and
took us through the complete chronology
of Sleepy Hollow.

TRIVIA
THE LOST LOCATION OF BURLEIGH CITY
Once upon a time, before Bismarck was Bismarck and before
Edwinton was Edwinton, a small, ramshackle little village popped
up along the proposed grade of the Northern Pacific Railroad. It was
expected that the railroad would cross the Missouri River at or near
Fort Abraham Lincoln. While “Carleton City” was thrown together on
“The Point” right across the river from the fort, “Burleigh City” was
located a little farther up the proposed line on slightly higher ground.
According to the field notes taken in 1872 as part of the official
governmental survey of the area, “Burleigh City is situated on the
NW ¼ Sec. 15. There are some half dozen houses at present on
the town site. Nov. 1st 1872”. Further analysis of the field notes and
comparison of today’s landscape places the location of Burleigh City
east-north-east of the present day Fastrax BMX track on south 12th
St, near the Cottonwood Softball Complex.
Once it was revealed that the railroad grade would be moved some
2 miles to the north, Burleigh City was quickly vacated in favor of
Edwinton, which would become “Bismarck” the following year.

SKEELS ELECTRIC COMPANY
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
still involved and we are very proud that our boys have
taken over this family business.”
Skeels Electric Company has continued to prosper
throughout the years through continuing efforts of
providing superior workmanship, superior service, quality
products and our ability to adapt quickly to our customer’s
needs. They continue to expand their ability to perform
specialized electrical wiring required for current and future
electrical, electronics, communications and data wiring.
This commitment to update their skills in anticipation of our
customer’s needs has kept them the leader in our region
for many years.

“I hope we remain strong and I know that the young guys
taking over will do a good job. We are continuing to try to
grow, but also want to maintain a family business. We can
both grow and adapt.” said Robert Flurer.
Skeels maintains that no job is too large or too small.
Their company continues to specialize in service work of
all types, maintenance agreements, industrial, commercial,
institutional, and design build electrical construction.
Robert Flurer concluded, “We have been able to succeed
because we give the customer what they need. We have
worked, and will continue to work, to serve the community
faithfully.”
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COMING EVENTS :
FOUNDER’S DAY
A CELEBRATION OF BISMARCK’S 147TH BIRTHDAY
The program includes:
A Panel Discussion featuring descendants of B.F. & Linda Warfel Slaughter
A presentation on the Slaughter family and its legacy
The performance of two songs penned by Linda Slaughter
The Lincoln Elementary National Anthem Singers
Birthday Cake!
Thursday, May 9 @ 6:30pm
Meeting Room A – Bismarck Veterans Memorial Library
AUGUST 29, 2019

IMPORTANT NOTE:

Hillside Aquatic Complex
Community Room
More details to come

All programs, unless noted otherwise, will
begin at 6:30 and be held in Room
A at the Bismarck Public Library.
More information on coming events in the
next newsletter.

“ANNUAL ALL-MEMBER PICNIC”

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS

Do you have an idea for a great historical article or story that would be a perfect
fit on the front page of this newsletter? If you’ve got an original piece you’d like to
have considered for print you can by submit it to Evan Laib at ejlaib1@gmail.com.
Pieces may also be considered for sharing on our website or Facebook page.

